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Most car seat manufac-
turers make a special
note in their manuals that
say “NEVER PLACE A CAR
SEAT ON A SHOPPING
CART.” This is a very
common mistake parents
and caretakers make.
The car seat never clicks
into the shopping cart to
lock so it is not secure.
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As the new Crime Prevention
Specialist for the City of Lake
Forest, | am excited to share
new and exciting crime preven-
tion programs with residents.
Lake Forest enjoys a low crime
rate, and was recently recog-
nized by a national firm as the
10th safest city in the United
States (of cities with popula-
tions between 75,000 and
100,000) for 2008. Overall,
Lake Forest was ranked as the
12th safest of all cities nation-
wide. This is a direct result of
the working relationship
between the residents of the
City, its Council, and the Orange
County Sheriff's Department.
We currently have 89 active
Neighborhood Watch groups in
the city and a key fact to know
is that when an area partici-
pates in this program, crime

Has it been a long time since
your Neighborhood Watch group
had a meeting? Does your group
need Neighborhood Watch signs?
Now is the time to revitalize your
Neighborhood Watch group! As
our country deals with the current
economic climate, it is now more
important than ever for our
community to come together to

rates decrease! Quite simply,
this program works. The more
participation we have, the
stronger our community will be.
Although when compared to
other cities with a similar
population we rank low in our
crime statistics, it is still
imperative that we continue to
focus on our crime prevention
building blocks. Lake Forest
Police Services wants you to
call Sheriff’'s Dispatch when
ever you witness suspicious
activity. Crime prevention is
about being proactive not just
reactive. For example, if you
notice someone at night with a
flashlight looking into cars, call
us immediately! You are
probably witnessing a vehicle
burglary in progress. Don’t wait
until you see the person break
a car window with their flash-

revitalize this program and get
more participation. When job loss
increases, it is very common for
crime trends to increase as well.

BE PROACTIVE AND SCHEDULE
YOUR MEETING TODAY!

949.461.3546

light. Call when you know
something doesn’t look right.
There are numerous cases
when someone calls Sheriff’s
Dispatch to report suspicious
activity near vehicles and when
deputies arrive they find a
burglar who has been targeting
different areas in Lake Forest
as well as surrounding cities. If
that resident didn’t call, this
criminal would have still been
targeting vehicles in our
community. | can’t stress
enough how important it is to
be a good neighbor and report
any suspicious activity. | look
forward to working with the
Lake Forest community and
thank you for your participation
in this wonderful program.

Melisow Covagos

Crime Prevention Specialist

NEIGHBORHOOD
WATCH

=il

PROGRAM IN FORCE




NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH NEWSLETTER

Q: My bank account informa-
tion was stolen. | pay for an
identity theft protection
service every month. How
could this have happened?

A: Depending on the service
you are receiving, that
protection usually safeguards
you from new accounts being
open and destroying your
credit and good name. Your
bank account being accessed
unlawfully is separate from
the service you are paying
for. The following are a
couple of commonly used
ways your account informa-
tion can be stolen regardless
of enlisting companies to
protect your identity:

e  Online purchases on

The following list is a pattern
of “red flags” that should
raise your level of suspicion
that something being offered
to you could be a scam:

A You have “won a prize,”
or “a prize has been reserved
for you.”

A You are asked for your
Social Security number or
personal financial informa-
tion, such as your bank
account number.

/‘ You must spend money
to “reserve your free gift” or
“pay shipping for your free
gift.”

unsecured sites or
fraudulent sites of
legitimate businesses
you deal with.

e  Purchases at restau-
rants and retail stores
where you do not see
the employee swiping

your card in front of you.

They may be swiping

your card into a skimmer

prior to the cash regis-
ter. (A skimmer is an
electronic device that
captures your account

information and is later
downloaded to produce

fraudulent cards to
access your account.)

To help reduce the chances
of your account information

h You must “act immedi-
ately” or lose your chance for
a special offer.

A You are promised
“fantastic financial returns”
or “risk free investing.”

A You have just won the
“lottery” in another country
and don’t remember playing.

h You are told that a “legal
loophole allows people in the
know” to profit from a “one
time only situation.”

h You are asked for your
credit card number and
expiration date “to make sure
you are a credit card holder.”

being stolen limit or research
sites you are considering
purchasing from on the
internet. To significantly
decrease your chances of
having your account informa-
tion compromised when
making purchases use a
credit card not a debit card.
The reasoning behind this is
very simple. When using a
credit card you are using the
bank’s money not your
money. Therefore, your
money is protected. Also,
never let your credit and
debit card out of your sight. If
you can’t see the employee
swiping the card in front of
you, don’t hand them your
card. When all else fails, use
cash.

A You have been “selected
to receive” a special offer.

h You are asked to donate
to an agency that sounds like
a well known charity.

A You are asked to give to
an organization that sounds
like it is linked to a public
agency.

With these valuable tips,
keep in mind that if it sounds
too good to be true, it
probably is. Nowadays it is
essential for everyone to
safeguard their personal
information and learn how to
avoid scams.

LAYN PORRET

Deputy Nelson is the Administra-
tive Deputy for Lake Forest Police
Services. To submit a question,

please e-mail rnelson@ocsd.org.

“Teamwork
divides the task
and doubles the
success.”

-Unknown
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Graffiti-related Vandalisms: 14 total in February 2010

e 57% took place between Friday and Saturday Graffltl Hotlme “People who

e Peak hours are 1 a.m. and 4:25 p.m. 461 3583 work tOgether

_ will win, whether
e  Crime location types:

it be against
Apt/Condo—5 (36%)
complex football
City Property- 3 (21%)
defenses, or the

School- 1 (7%)
problems of
Residential Street—1 (7%) 1 |
modern society.

Park— 1 (7%) ’ .
-Vince Lombardi
Store—1 (7%)

Residence- 1 (7%)

Parking Lot—1 (7%)

Motorized scooters have traffic laws that ¢ Operator shall ride as y

are both unique and important for parents close to the right curb »
and teens to know. These laws are differ- as possible, except to é{‘ ﬂ
ent from regular bicycle laws. So before pass or turn left.

you hop on that Vespa, make sure you

read the following checklist: ¢ A motorized scooter shall at all times

be equipped with a muffler.
¢ Driver must be at least 16 years old.
¢ A person shall not modify the
¢ AClass Cdriver’s license or driver's exhaust system of a motorized
permit is required. scooter in a manner that will amplify
or increase the noise level emitted
by the motor.

¢ Speed limit is 15mph.

¢ Driver must wear a bicycle helmet.

While riding a motorized scooter or any

Aubrey Dietrich is the Traffic ¢ Operation permitted on a bicycle path, Vehicle remember to Be Safe, Be Smart &
Safety Community Services

Officer for Lake Forest Police
Services. To submit a
question, please e-mail ¢ On the roadway with a posted speed
adietrich@ocsd.org. limit of greater than 25 mph, driver
must operate in Class Il bicycle lane.

trail or bikeway, unless there is a local ~ B€ Seen.

ordinance prohibiting it. For questions or more information

contact Community Services Officer
Aubrey Dietrich at (949) 461-3543.

¢ Onroads with a posted speed limit of
25 mph or less, riding in a bicycle
lane is not required.



www.lakeforestca.gov «
www.ocsd.org

CITY OF LAKE FOREST
ORANGE COUNTY SHERIFF'S DEPARTMENT

Melisa Cavazos, Crime Prevention Specialist
25550 Commercentre Drive, Suite 100

Lake Forest, CA 92630
Phone: 949-461-3546
Fax: 949-461-3549

E-mail: mcavazos@ocsd.org
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Be prepared. Be aware. Be involved.

GRAND THEFT LOCATIONS: FEBRUARY 2010 REPORT

readyoc.org

There were 11 reports of Grand
Theft this past February. A crime
is considered Grand Theft when
the stolen property exceeds
$400 . As you can see in the
graph on the top right, the main
target for this type of crime is
vehicles. It is important to keep
in mind that although Lake
Forest is a safe community
overall, crime still does occur
here. Property crimes include
theft, burglary, and vandalism.
Together they make up the
majority of crime in the city. The
Crime Prevention Unit at Lake
Forest Police Services has
created a new program called
“Don’t Make it Easy.” The
purpose of this program is to
send out safety messages to the
public through visual images. The
picture on the bottom right

highlights the top safety meas-
ures you can take to significantly
decrease your chances of
getting your property vandalized
and/or stolen. The most basic
advice goes a long way. Make
sure to lock your vehicle and
hide personal belongs from
being visible through the
windows. Most crimes that occur
in Lake Forest are crimes of
opportunity. The message for
this program is “Don’t Make it
Easy” for criminals. Most
criminals won’t waste their time
trying to break into a locked
vehicle, unless a laptop, gps
system, purse, cell phone, or
some other valuable item is left
in plain sight. So help eliminate
vehicle theft today and adopt
these great tips into your
everyday life.

Grand Theft Locations

Building, 2,
18%

Other, 1
9%

Vehicle, 7
64% Residence, 1
9%

DON'T MAKE IT EASY
ELIMINATE VEHICLE THEFT

Remove all valuables or lock
Keep windows closed // them in the trunk of your
Install an alarm system i ¢
with a kill switch
{8 .

car so they are not visible
Park in well locations.

Avoid isolated areas.

Never leave your vehicle
running unattended

For more crime prevention information contact
the Crime Prevention Unit at (949) 461-3546

LAKE FOREST POLICE SERVICES
25550 Commercentre Drive « Lake Forest, CA + 92630
www.ocsd.org » www.lakeforestca.gov
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